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Welcome to a new level of control in your angling!
Lever drag reels traditionally ensured that anglers trolling for big game species could 
precisely preset their drag within a certain range. That range was determined by the 
size/test line they were using. Offshore Angler has expanded that technology to 
accommodate not only trolling, but casting, and live bait fishing as well. When properly 
preset, the lever drag system ensures that during the fight, the angler can decrease or 
increase the drag, and then return to precisely the same setting. The most critical 
advantage is that when the lever drag is thrown all the way forward to the maximum 
setting, the drag will still be within a safe range for the line test.

Mounting Your Reel
This reel comes with a clamp system which reinforces the reel seat on your rod.

First, insert the 2 screws (with the smooth head) down through the holes in the 
bottom of the reel frame. Thread the small nuts onto the screws from the other side, 
and tighten with a small wrench or pliers. 

Now, install the reel into the reel seat. As you tighten the hood and the first ring, 
jiggle the reel slightly until it is completely snug and tight. Once the first ring is tight, 
tighten down the second ring.

Once the reel is affixed to the rod, put the clamp in position over the screws, and 
thread on the Phillips head sleeve screws. Tighten with a screwdriver.

Pre-Setting the Drag
When the drag lever in in “STRIKE” position, the drag should slip at 25% of the line’s 
breaking strength, with rod bent.
EXAMPLE– If you are loaded with 30 lb. test, STRIKE drag setting should slip at 
7.5 pounds. This assures that even when the lever is moved forward to the “FULL” 
drag setting, that the drag is below the line’s breaking strength.

To set the drag, run the line through the guides, and put a double loop in the end of the 
line. Run 3-4 feet of line out of the tip. Have a friend hold a spring scale with the loop 
hooked to it. Lift the rod until it is 90 degrees from the scale. Lift until the drag slips. 
Have your friend note at what poundage it slipped. If the drag needs to increase or 
decrease, move the drag lever to “FREE”, and adjust the “PRESET” knob slightly to add 
or decrease drag. Return lever to “STRIKE” position, and repeat lift test.

NOTE- Always make adjustments to the “PRESET” knob with the lever in “FREE” 
position. When the drag slips at 25% of the breaking strength of the line when the 
lever is in “STRIKE” position, your drag is properly set.   

Maintenance
Your reel has been factory-lubricated, and needs very little maintenance, but a light 
exterior cleaning is recommended after each use to prevent salt buildup. Never DUNK 
or submerge your reel completely in water. 
To clean the reel-
•  Move the lever to “FULL” before rinsing or spraying
•  The best method is to spray the reel lightly with a water displacement product such 

as WD-40. Allow to sit for a few minutes, and wipe it off with a clean cloth. It is not 
necessary to wipe the reel completely dry. A slight coating on the reel will actually 
protect it

•  If using freshwater, just rinse lightly. Do not spray water under pressure, as it will 
force salt and water into your reel. Wipe dry

•  Once reel has dried, move drag lever to “FREE”, and engage clicker to store the reel.   

Reel Features Harness Lugs

Drag Lever

PRESET Knob

Drag Setting Controls

Setting Drag with Scale

Clamp Assembly Clamp Installation

Strike Position

Full SettingFREE Setting
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